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The People of Okinawa Stand Up for Women’s Rights

and Peace
Yoshikawa Hideki

Abstract: 2,500 noble citizens came together on the

22nd of December in Okinawa Prefecture, Japan to

raise their voices against the recent increase in sexual
crimes committed by U.S. military personnel against
local women and children, members of a community that
U.S. soldiers are supposed to defend. The rally argu-
ably marked a significant day in Japan for the women's
rights movement, a movement that protects women and
children by sounding the alarm and ending the silence
that has surrounded sexual assault. The day should also
be remembered as an interesting moment in Okinawa's
lively peace movement. Given that only a few Japanese
Jjournalists reported about the action that day in English,
and while U.S. journalists maintained their usual silence
about their compatriots’ crimes, it is important that we
have this report from the diligent peace and human rights
defender Yoshikawa Hideki documenting the struggle for
the traumatized victims and for the future safety of people
in Okinawa and in Japan generally.
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I attended a rally for women’s rights and peace on
Sunday the 22nd of December in Okinawa against
the series of sexual assaults that U.S. military per-
sonnel committed in 2024 against women and girls.!

2,500 people participated at the Okinawa City Civic
Center. Many others participated in satellite rallies
held on the islands of Ishigaki and Miyako, as well
as in Tokyo, Osaka, and other cities.

1 Yamaguchi Mari. 2024. “Japan protests sex assault cases involving
US military on Okinawa and their delayed disclosure.” AP News, 28 June.

https://apnews.com/article/japan-us-military-sexual-assault-okinawa-93df092f4
3e2494d122b562145f10956

Since the hall at the Okinawa City Civic Center was
not large enough to hold all the people who gathered
to listen and participate, many people had to stand in
the lobby watching and listening to the speeches via
a screen. Douglas Lummis, who is a former profes-
sor at Tsuda College, scholar of political science,
and former U.S. Marine, and I were outside the hall,
listening to the speeches via a speaker or watch-

ing the rally on our smartphones, along with many
others.

The Okinawa Interest Group’s message was posted
in the lobby, and many people stopped to carefully
read it. (The Group’s message appears in English
and Japanese below). There were two other inter-
esting statements posted in the lobby, one from the
Okinawa Peace Seminar of High School Students
and another from the Nagano Prefectural Teachers
Union.

I appreciated the message from the Okinawa Peace
Seminar of High School Students. It strongly con-
demned the sexual violence committed by U.S.
military personnel against the people of Okinawa. It
also made a critical observation about the current at-
titudes of the Okinawan people toward these crimes,
as well as their relationship with the U.S. military
and the Japanese government.

Their message warned that “the reaction by Oki-
nawan society to this seems to be less strong than
in the past” and that “there is a feeling of hesitation
in society today to even raise our voices to protect
peace and human rights. It seems as if the U.S.


https://apnews.com/article/japan-us-military-sexual-assault-okinawa-93df092f43e2494d122b562145f10956
https://apnews.com/article/japan-us-military-sexual-assault-okinawa-93df092f43e2494d122b562145f10956
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military and the Japanese government are waiting
for us to stop speaking out.”

I believe that it is essential for adults in Okinawa to
take this message to heart so that we can be more
vocal and more visible, and so that younger people
will speak out.
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Figure 1. Many people were standing outside the
hall due to the fact that the number of attendees
greatly exceeded the maximum seating capacity.

Figure 2. Attendees read about the history of sex-
ual assaults and other types of crimes committed
by U.S. military personnel and took photos.
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Figure 3. The text on the left tells some of the his-
tory of crimes committed by U.S. military person-
nel against people in Okinawa, especially sexual
assaults. On the right we see two photos, one of

a U.S. military base and the other of a girl who
was killed when she was struck by a U.S. military
truck.

Author Hideki Yoshikawa and editor Joseph Esserti-
er are both members of the Okinawa Interest Group,
whose statement is below.

Statement in English:
Message for Kenmin Taikai 22 December 2024

Today we send this message to you as members of
the Okinawa Interest Group. We publish articles
about Okinawa, translate Okinawan literature, and
take actions to stop the U.S. and Japanese military
buildup in Okinawa. In 2024, we held two interna-
tional webinars on Okinawa—one about the ongoing
military colonization of Okinawa, and one about
sexual crimes committed by U.S. military personnel
in Okinawa and these crimes being covered up.

The most recent sexual assaults by U.S. forces,
including one on a child a few months ago, are just
the latest in a never-ending series dating back to the
arrival of the U.S. military in Okinawa in 1945. In



Figure 4. One of the papers on the right is the
statement from the Okinawa Interest Group in
English and another is the statement in Japanese.
On the left are messages such as “Protect human
rights” that junior high school students wrote on
yellow, green, orange, and pink paper.

1995 a child was kidnapped and gang-raped; and in
2016 a 20-year-old woman was abducted, raped, and
murdered.

The sole reason for these continuing atrocities is the
grossly disproportionate American military presence
that has remained in Okinawa for eight decades and
continues to this day.

The cosmetic responses of U.S. commanders to
these heinous crimes, such as confining soldiers to
their bases for a few days or restricting their alcohol
consumption, have been completely ineffective.
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Figure 5. The red flag on the right is a nobori flag
of the New Japan Women’s Association (Shin
Nihon Fujin no Kai). The green and white flag

in the middle is the Okinawa University Student
Union (jichi kai). The banner between these flags
is for the Korean people fighting against the
administration of South Korean President Yoon
Suk Yeol and his declaration of martial law. The
banner to the left of the green and white flag calls
for solidarity with South Korean people to break
the Japan-U.S.-South Korea military alliance and
stop any military invasion of China.

The only solution is to reassign most of them out of
the prefecture.

The vast majority are Marines. They are here not to
defend Japan, but to train. Currently, of the approxi-
mately 15,000 Marines in Okinawa, only one bri-
gade, about 2,000, are capable of rapid deployment
in a regional crisis. The rest conduct general-purpose
training exercises they could just as well carry out at
bases in the United States.

Over the years U.S forces have trained and stored
weapons in Okinawa for America’s tragically mis-
guided wars in Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, and
Iraq. Now their targets are China and the DPRK. Far
from “defending” against or “deterring” war, this



Figure 6. The nobori flag in the center of this pho-
to was raised outside the civic hall and it is from
Iejima Island’s Wabiai no Sato Foundation, who
run the museum Nuchidou Takara no Ie (““The
House of ‘Life is a Treasure’”) that the ‘“Gandhi
of Okinawa,” Ahagon Shoko (1901-2002), es-
tablished. The flag reads, ‘“The biggest enemy of
peace is indifference, and the biggest friend of
war is also indifference.”

massive presence is much more likely to bring cata-
strophic devastation to these islands once again.

We reach out today to declare our solidarity with
those attending the rally and protesting incidents of
sexual violence by the U.S. military.

Japanese translation of statement:

KICIC BV L BRATRMAIT S 2 PTak L FFEDI Ik
ZROBFERRKAEITRASH

fh7= B s D iR (7 v — 7 (Okinawa Interest
Group) DAV =06 12H22H D K Eic k34
LRATHRM N 320k & FFERG Ik % Sk o 2R
HERAEICSHZIDAy =Y BIRVLET,
ATz B DA VN —1FH A E R T O R ICBE
T HHEEFRRLED O S FIER L 72
b R IC I I B HE R R A2 FH IR 35 72 0 DATH)
ZRILZDLTWET, 20244E 1213, il Ic 43
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Figure 7. This is a photo of the last page of the
Okinawa Times that was bravely issued on 23
December 2024, the day after the rally. It is a list
of heinous crimes, rapes, sexual violence, and
murders committed by U.S. military personnel
against Okinawans, Japanese, and others in OKi-
nawa from 1945 to 2024.

20DEEY v F—%BHELE L7, 1013 BTE
MR O O IR R L ICEI 25D, H91
DUF HRIC I T A KREBIRE IC XA EIUGEL . %2
o DREkICB T 2D TLT,

20234FICHE Z o 72 165K R D 1~ £ b Icnf 351k %
IS EDIHICEFEIN YO THEIAILRDE
L7720 19455 DK FEIC X B P HR B LA K I &
PRI IIHE DD T LI G &R VT 5,1995
I T LU FEH SN ERRITINE L2, 2016
EITII205% D L EDFT BRITI R EINTL
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DX BIRIEIT AD3 e\ T B E— D
. 80 HHARICEHE L. S HETH VTN FH
LR i K E O ICH Y ET,

) L7=XEESLSR In 3 2 KEH B E O RIGIE,
T 2B HEAN R I3 5 L h Bt 2 I IR 4
LV RABRDD T TR B HY T4
AJO

ME— DR PRI FEFOR B & i D Fh I i L it
THZEENET,

FEMCKREH O B3 PR B <3 BITE. i

WA EWDHINDEHI15,000 N DHFIEERE D55 | Hiuls
D fE B IR I BB T & 2 D 13— Bk, 92,000 A
DA TT, REEOMFERKE 13, — 1 7dIl#H %

fToTBY REHNOEMTTELZ LT,

KENFRAFICTD72)  FHEER S R ML E T
T ARG AT TG L NI TA) A DS
o7 D721 R CHIFRZ TV AR A BT
L CEE L7, ZLTES KE O T [E L
RTFFEFAREME L oTE T, S 2B
AL TR L2038 2A0, ZOE KK
HRTEET SR U0 B &4 I BRI EE D
2oL nEd A,

7zbl35H LD TIEH Y E T3, TR
HICK RN FICPERT 2 TALHICH Y
WERWET, AN b O CHN 2 bIcTES
TExPoTVEET,

20244F12H22H  wp#BR.Lo AV —T

Written by Hideki Yoshikawa, Director of the Okina-

wa Environmental Justice Project (https://okinawae-
jp.blogspot.com/ ). Edited by Joseph Essertier.
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