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Between 2012 and 2014 we posted a
number of articles on contemporary affairs
without giving them volume and issue
numbers or dates. Often the date can be
determined from internal evidence in the
article, but sometimes not. We have
decided retrospectively to list all of them
as Volume 10, Issue 54 with a date of 2012
with the understanding that all were
published between 2012 and 2014.

On April 25, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-
moon published an opinion piece in the New
York Times marking the 25th anniversary of the
Chernobyl tragedy. In it, Ban highlighted the
parallels between Chernobyl and the ongoing
crisis in Fukushima. While the Chernobyl crisis
saw a much larger initial radiation release,
reports now indicate a series of meltdowns at
Fukushima. Reactor No. 1 is now known to
have melted down just hours after the initial
earthquake hit. In addition, reactors No. 2 and
No. 3 are also thought to be in a state of
meltdown. In this context, Ban calls on the
world to rethink the place of nuclear power in
global energy strategies.

The New York Times

April 25, 2011

A Visit to Chernobyl

By BAN KI-MOON

Twenty-five years ago, the explosion at
Chernobyl cast a radioactive cloud over Europe
and a shadow around the world. Today, the
tragedy at Japan’s Fukushima Daiichi nuclear
power plant continues to unfold, raising
popular fears and difficult questions.

Visiting Chernobyl a few days ago, I saw the
reactor, still deadly but encased in concrete.
The adjoining town of Pripyat was dead and
silent — houses empty and falling into ruin,
mute evidence of lives left behind, an entire
world abandoned and lost to those who loved it.

More than 300,000 people were displaced in
the Chernobyl disaster; roughly six million
were affected. A swathe of geography half the
size of Italy or my own country, the Republic of
Korea, was contaminated.

It is one thing to read about Chernobyl from
afar. It is another to see for it. For me, the
experience was profoundly moving, and the
images will stay with me for many years. [ was
reminded of a Ukrainian proverb: “There is no
such thing as someone else’s sorrow.” The
same is true of nuclear disasters. There is no
such thing as some other country’s
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catastrophe.

As we are painfully learning once again,
nuclear accidents respect no borders. They
pose a direct threat to human health and the
environment. They cause economic disruptions
affecting everything from agricultural
production to trade and global services.

This is a moment for deep reflection, a time for
a real global debate. To many, nuclear energy
looks to be a clean and logical choice in an era
of increasing resource scarcity. Yet the record
requires us to ask: have we correctly calculated
its risks and costs? Are we doing all we can to
keep the world’s people safe?

Because the consequences are catastrophic,
safety must be paramount. Because the impact
is transnational, these issues must be debated
globally.

That is why, visiting Ukraine for the 25th
anniversary of the disaster, I put forward a five-
point strategy to improve nuclear safety for our
future:

*First, it is time for a top to bottom review of
current safety standards, both at the national
and international levels.

*Second, we need to strengthen the work of the
International Atomic Energy Agency on nuclear
safety.
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*Third, we must put a sharper focus on the new
nexus between natural disasters and nuclear
safety. Climate change means more incidents of
freak and increasingly severe weather. With
the number of nuclear facilities set to increase
substantially over the coming decades, our
vulnerability will grow.

*Fourth, we must undertake a new cost-benefit
analysis of nuclear energy, factoring in the
costs of disaster preparedness and prevention
as well as cleanup when things go wrong.

*Fifth and finally, we need to build a stronger
connection between nuclear safety and nuclear
security. At a time when terrorists seek nuclear
materials, we can say with confidence that a
nuclear plant that is safer for its community is
also more secure for the world.

My visit to Chernobyl was not the first time I
have traveled to a nuclear site. A year ago, I
went to Semipalatinsk in Kazakhstan, ground
zero for nuclear testing in the former Soviet
Union. Last summer in Japan, I met with the
Hibakusha, survivors of the atomic blasts at
Nagasaki and Hiroshima.

I went to these places to highlight the
importance of disarmament. For decades,
negotiators have sought agreement on limiting
(and perhaps ultimately eliminating) nuclear
weapons. And this past year, we have seen very
encouraging progress.

With the memory of Chernobyl and, now, the
disaster in Fukushima, we must widen our lens.
Henceforth, we must treat the issue of nuclear
safety as seriously as we do nuclear weapons.



The world has witnessed an unnerving history
of near-accidents. It is time to face facts
squarely. We owe it to our citizens to practice
the highest standards of emergency
preparedness and response, from the design of
new facilities through construction and
operation to their eventual decommissioning.

Issues of nuclear power and safety are no
longer purely matters of national policy, alone.
They are a matter of global public interest. We
need international standards for construction,
agreed guarantees of public safety, full
transparency and information-sharing among
nations.

Let us make that the enduring legacy of
Chernobyl. Amid the silence there, I saw signs
of life returning. A new protective shield is
being erected over the damaged reactor.
People are beginning to return. Let us resolve
to dispel the last cloud of Chernobyl and offer a
better future for people who have lived for too
long under its shadow.

Ban Ki-moon is the secretary general of the
United Nations

201144 H25H
—2—3—0 « YA LR
FIW /T4 %R T

i A

O54FEHT. F v/ TAVERIEI—oy 4+
U E S R PCREOEERT AT L

10 | 54 | 62

2o ZLTHH, HAOWHEEHE —RFETEL 12
LB g R2EITRTCHY, B LAY,
OB EREMNT TL T,

BHE., Fzv /740 &350, »F 2CIFE
i aREET, a2V —rCHLRA® 50
TOuBETIERELL, BITO7 ) €y FUI&
ANOREE AL L, TELcE» T EFHRIE, £
ERDH - EDLDEDLBRALILE XD, HD
TN EBLIARICE> THAGITHE TS
n, kbhTwid,

S0HANLED A AR F oL /74 ) DS ETH
HlEEsEs e s £ Lz 600HANIFEDANX MY
BLEZTELL, A5V 7, 8 LLQGAOET
HBEEOY,OMBOMIBATERI N E L 12,

FELWWERSEF I /T A VDO TERS
CETEETA, PR VABE—Rcu»rd T
T, FAC &> TF v/ 74 Y R FEH K
B BB T, 2 CREVODEEVHERS
nNeuwctlsl, V7254 +02ebE, T1F
DOHFEIDELALEELILDE L] £ 8
WHLTWELRE, CREEOKEIC KT
FNET, ECHELPOEHDOKKELEEWLD
VO HNB[EDTT,

b BAE, BOFERCERZE L EL D
HOHE, HUEFATH £, FHilud A
HEERBCHENER V6L &3, B
EEEAN» st A — R EICnwik 3 Z
T, TNTUHET2ZFKNEIFVEB L
¥4,

S FRIBRIELSEZBZRERETHY, HH
M % ikam 2 UL & 25 2 D © 3, BIRA LD
kT3, Z2LOANRICEST, Bxan¥—
27— TP LIEBRO L Sz &4,
Lo LHWOBLE B OonT £, hiebid i
TxAvF—REb O fEBEEE IR NEIEL L
HELE-On, b EtHADO N D4 % 4



Fdaroi,
5D h,

T&EB2TXNXTCDIEER > T

—IEWIC R B EZDEEREIKBHEEL DT,
ARG E D L EETT, 2L CTHMOHEE
AT LLZOT, HAFERSDLELODT
E

ZIOVS HATHKEDEFE 77254+ %
i, b OEKD oKD wEe M E i E
T30, 5DODOHIEZIRBL £ 7

A F, BIED AR £ BRI R
HYy &, THIEEEOENIEAE L FHPER 43
HEOWHTDL XV TITDONBEZRNETT,

CETC . ORI B b T EEE T SR
(000D OHkRE# 58tk 4+ 2 N & T,

Sfe —

=i, BHRAKELROZEMEOH O 2 &
DENDICHAELEZHATEINELD 8 A,
RAEEENE ., S0 RELFERES &L, &
TETHLORGEE /260 &9, k2 TE
D RO MR & KIgC NG 22 &n ¥

Ban, O RBHE/AIEINLTHRILE LD
E QI

I, Rl KEANOHEZ, FRO L &
DB L HAHA, FHPIIED 12 ORXE %5t
BN, Bz AL X—0EHMEST% T 2
BEHELDH T,

T, ZLTERBCAY FTH, FAlebld
O Ak & ARl & O, & 0 5RlE % B
BERIDEROY LS, 70U A MBHK
MEONF#M2HAE, S cE->TED
GERBETHRERE £, HRACE->THE

10 | 54 | 62

ENCEELRLDTHBEE LS THIEELWLE LT
L &9,

Fz /T AV, VIS TEin 12 % T
EhD Fth, 1FF, IHY ©x MEIOZFES
DIBELHIE S5 te, WFT7RAI DL INTT 4
VAW BNE LI, MEOEEIHAZIN,
KRG EILEOFEBFEOLEGFHETHZ, eI v v
DHRIzZBE=LL EL 712,

Az s O z0, ELEO EEM %
FABEOTLE, ChEFTCMTELOM. ¥
LB OMEFRIE (2L Thnb X manz kg
) WOLWTODEREDIITXYNBI b
TE LA, by ) EWEEGIETC ismn ik
BniAosi Lz,

MOTCF N/ 7TAY) CRRELERFCIMAT
WETLRBERVRE S, b %A
FaUNELRYD & A, BORZEEDMEL,
BEHEOLE LR, SBEEFICIOH- T
WhRTHIELRD €A,

HATE I ET, M—Z0R2 L »HM»H
WTEElL, 2%, HBUCHEREMEED
NEEEXTT, HiHRORET o Bk, ¥,
2L CREMAMBIEACE 2 £ T, mE/KEDG
M - A IG2ITo T 2 &2 ZH, FA
febBNTRECHL TR BEHLEVZ T,

Mie 204 MOREE LI, B EEREGE
DHADMETEHY F¥ A, ZHsEHARL
NI b BREL DT, FEERK & kR
TP, AROZEEFRET 2HEOKE., EX
B 2% BHEOMGE ., HHLa»
LT,

ZOCEEF NS T A DOKEGH GIEECL
FlLrod, Fzu/7A4 VT, EFTsoh



WHAEMBR->TETWBIKLEHKCL 2L 712,
BEGLREFHRO wciE, # L wBrEEE A
nEHelTwgd, ANYBERIBELELD T
F4, FiN /S TAVENBIAD 2RBOES
B vwiEFLsrd, Z2LT, Z20EOHTH
NIt RVWHEsS L TE AT LWL T, &

10 | 54 | 62

DEOLRREIREL L OTEDH Y £ A D,

FIEHFRR W

(FHER

MEET HTUR RAREET)



