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Al-Jazeera America on the Fukushima Triple Disaster, Three Years On
アルジャジーラ・アメリカが報じる福島トリップル災害 三年目
David McNeill
size of Connecticut. The project has created
mountains of radioactive waste, scattered in
dumps around the prefecture. Radiation is still
high even in areas that have already been
cleaned. Yakuza gangs have siphoned off much
of the budget. Residents interviewed in the
documentary say they will never return. But
Sakurai Katsunobu, the mayor of Minamisōma,
believes no good comes from agonizing over the
past. "I just focus on how to move the city
forward into the future."

As the third anniversary of the Fukushima
nuclear disaster approaches, a string of new
projects analyzing its causes and impact are
underway. Al-Jazeera America is among the first
out of the blocks with a four-part documentary,
broadcast on its "America Tonight" segment in
early January 2014. Among the questions it
explores in the video below: Does the lingering
aftermath of the crisis pose any danger to people
living on the West Coast of North America?

Most remarkably, perhaps, America Tonight
concludes that the Fukushima disaster has had
little if any impact on Japan Inc
(http://www.investopedia.com/terms/j/japani
nc.asp).'s plans to sell nuclear technology abroad.
The business of nuclear power may well grow in
the coming years, and Japan is attempting to
position itself at the front of the business pack
with bids to build plants in Vietnam and the
Middle East, among others.

The documentary concludes that it does not. "The
radiation will slowly sink, before harmlessly
decaying over decades as Pacific currents turn
most of the groundwater toward Southeast Asia
and the Indian Ocean," says Professor Aoyama
Michio, a scientist at the Meteorological Institute
of Japan. But, he adds, operator Tokyo Electric
Power Co. (TEPCO) must remove all the
Strontium-90 from contaminated water or it will
cause a "big problem" for the whole Pacific.

The Nuclear Gypsies Cleaning Up Fukushima
Part
One
(Al-Jazeera)
(http://america.aljazeera.com/watch/shows/a
merica-tonight/2014/1/the-nucleargypsiescleaningupfukushimapartone.html)

Compiled during two weeks of November 2013,
the documentary's most damning report profiles
the so-called nuclear gypsies, the largely
unskilled, non-unionized and transient
workforce that TEPCO has employed, through a
network of subcontractors, to clean up from the
disaster. In contrast to its regular employees,
many are paid less than $100 a day. Conditions
are poor and concern for their safety is lax. When
the workers have reached their radiation limit,
they are discarded, say the program's producers.
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The documentary also questions the vast,
expensive project to decontaminate an area the
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Goodman's radio show Democracy Now! is here
(http://www.democracynow.org/2014/1/15/sh
ock_doctrine_in_japan_shinzo_abes).

(http://amzn.com/0230341861/?tag=theasipacjo
0b-20): Surviving Japan's Earthquake, Tsunami
and Fukushima Nuclear Disaster (Palgrave
Macmillan, 2012).
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Biographical Statement:
Since coming to Japan in 2000, I've switched career emphasis from academia to journalism,
though I continue to teach part-time. In addition to my Sophia work, I'm currently the
Japan/Korea correspondent for the Chronicle of Higher Education and a regular contributor to
the Irish Times, Independent and Japan Times newspapers. My work has also appeared in
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International Herald Tribune, The Chicago Tribune, on the BBC, RTE and CBC and in many other
outlets. I'm a board member of the Foreign Correspondents' Club of Japan and chair of The
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Career highlights:
I taught full-time at the Department of Media, Critical and Creative Arts in Liverpool John
Moores University
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(http://www.linkedin.com/companies/liverpool-john-moores-university?trk=ppro_cprof&lnk=
vw_cprofile) from July 1995 - August 1999. I've since taught at the Guangdong University of
Technology in southern China, and the University of Tokyo, Takushoku University and the
Tokyo Institute of Technology in Japan. My reporting has taken me to most parts of Japan as well
as Thailand, South Korea, The Philippines, Indonesia, Vietnam, Cambodia, Alaska, and the
Caribbean.
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